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My dream was to photograph

the "Sapphire Ice Cave" on Iceland

in great light conditions and with plenty of time
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In September 2021 | had visited the cave as part of a guided tour. We had only about half an hour for photos. | was overwhelmed by the beauty of the ice formations.

In the period from February 24 to March 1, 2022, | was in the cave for 3 days having mostly sunny weather. In order to have as much time as possible to take pictures, | did not book an ice cave tour

and walked the 7 km off-road track from the Ring Road to the cave twice. On my third visit, the company "Blue Iceland” took me most of the way with a super jeep.
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Sapphire Ice Cave is the most visited ice cave in Iceland. In winter, a dozen companies bring up to 500 tourists from all over the world to the cave every day.
It is now one of the absolute top tourist destinations in Iceland. According to Icelandic tour guides, the currently visited front part of the ice cave will collapse in the summer of 2023.
Due to climate change, the dew process is accelerating very strongly.
The ice cave is an excellent symbol of the aphorism "Nothing is more constant than change”.

Following double page: Two impressions from the first visit to the ice cave in September 2021.







On September 20, 2023, | visited the ice cave again. It was as predicted: the front part of the cave had collapsed.
The once fantastic ice formations no longer existed. A few interesting close-ups were still possible - but nothing more.







Most of the photographs were taken with an ultra-wide-angle lens (focal length 15 mm / full format).

This made it possible to capture the enormous dimensions of the ice formations and structures over a large area.

At the same time, a slight change in the shooting location allowed a completely new perspective on the motif.




